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EXCURSION TO CRESWICK MINING RELICS ON SUNDAY 9 AUGUST 2009 


Twelve members, in four cars, enjoyed an excursion based on the Buried Rivers of Gold 
Heritage Trail Creswick. Thanks to leaders Peter and Claire Dalman, each car had a copy 
of the CD and its accompanying booklet, the latter including a map of the route to be cov- 
ered. One car had CD player problems, but this was overcome by relaying the information 
over the two-way radios with which each car was also equipped. 


From Creswick we travelled on the Midland Highway to Kingston, following the CD and 
stopping on the way to view points of interest such as the Avenue of Honour at Kingston 
and the beautifully restored house of Benjamin Hepburn, half brother of Captain Hepburn, 
the original settler in the area. As Benjamin was a miller by trade, the brothers built and 
operated their own flour mill in Kingston. We stopped at the places of interest when ad- 
vised on the CD. At most sites, the CD provided quite long talks about the items of interest, 
many read by local historian, Jack Sewell. An interesting stop was made on the Kingston 
Road where we learned the names of the Seven Hills — I now know four names instead of 
two - oh well another trip will be necessary to remember the other three. 


On to Smeaton where we had our morning tea in the grounds of Anderson’s Mill, and en- 
joyed a wander around the outside. The mill, a five storey bluestone construction, was built 
in 1862. Unfortunately our visit was in the morning; it would be well worthwhile to time 
your visit for Sunday afternoon when Parks Victoria has the mill open. Don’t miss the 
wonderful (1892) bluestone bridge which can best be seen from the mill, as you leave. 


From Smeaton, we turned into the Daylesford Clunes road, which has probably the best 
collection of mullock heaps and mining relics in the district. From our viewing point 1 on 
this road, we had an extensive view of the past mining activity, and we learnt that “many 
of these outlying mines used pigeons to relay news of their finds to the Creswick Stock 
Exchange”. I was more surprised to learn about the Creswick Stock Exchange than the use 
of pigeons. At the Hepburn Estate No. 1 mine (a not very successful mine located on 
Captain Hepburn’s estate) we were able to see the remains of the Cornish Pump House, 
built to house the engine used to pump water from the deep leads (or buried rivers). 


At our next stop - the Berry No. 1 Mine — we 
were able to view, from the road, the remains 
of a Cornish pump house. The pump, which 
was purchased from the Union Foundry in 
Ballarat, was one of the two largest in the 
southern hemisphere, and was capable of 
pumping 60,000 gallons of water an hour. At 
the Berry Consols Extended mines we were 
able to view, again from a distance, the foun- 
dations of the steam engine and winding gear. 
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The tailings heap at this mine is still almost complete and contains over two million cubic 
yards of gravel. A total of nearly 390,000 ounces of gold was recovered from the very rich 
Madame Berry mines, necessitating the employment of over 250 employees, and 15kms. 
of drives through the No. 1 and No. 2 mines. Pause for a minute and think how much of 
the Creswick Forest was felled to line these drives. We walked across Wheeler’s Bridge, a 
concrete bridge built by Sir John Monash in 1899-1900 admiring the view as well as the 
angle of the bridge - before driving very carefully over it! 


As we travelled closer to Creswick, we followed the »» 
Australasian Deep Lead until we turned off to visit the 
site of the New Australasian No. 2 Mine. In 1882, this 
mine became the site of the worst gold mining disaster 
in Australia, when twenty-seven men were trapped 
when the mine flooded. The pumps were operated 
continuously (at 50,000 gallons an hour) for three days ; 
until rescuers finally could enter the mine. Only five | 
miners were found alive. While access is permitted at 
this site, very little remains of mining relics. Interpreta 
tive boards tell the story of the mine and its disaster. I 
should be noted that most mining sites on this tou 
have (or have had) either signs posts or, even better, ' 
interpretative sign posts. We finished our tour at the — 
Victorian School of Forestry, where we were able to ; 
lunch away from the very cool wind. 


By now, many of you are probably asking whether we 
saw any flora or fauna — well the answer is not much. 
We did see a couple of Wedge tailed eagles pursuing a Galah, which did well to escape — 
well for the day anyway. We also saw some crested pigeons near View Point No. 2, which 
overlooks a sunken flat area of about 1.5 kms in diameter near the Spring Hill and Central 
Leads Mines. Of course, for most of our trip, we were in the cars — only stopping at view- 
ing points, as mining was the main focus of the trip. We thank Peter and Claire for leading 
us on such an interesting and ‘different’ excursion. 


The CD of Buried Rivers of Gold Heritage Trail Creswick can be purchased for $5, and the 
accompanying booklet for $2, at the Creswick Historical Society, Creswick Town Hall. 
Report - Zelda Martin Photos - Carol Hall 


MID MONTH EXCURSION: 
QUADRAT SURVEY AT THE LINTON TRUST FOR NATURE BLOCK. 


Eight members attended the mid month excursion on Thursday 13™ Au- 
gust to the Linton Trust for Nature block. In the morning John Gregurke 
co-ordinated a quadrat survey for which 35 species were observed and 
counted. After lunch the group did a circuit to inspect the block by 
walking mostly with the perimeter fencing in sight. It was observed that 
generally the vegetation was in good condition with almost no weeds 
and less evidence of rabbits than had been seen in the past. There 
seemed to be a greater amount of fallen timber than previously observed 
and two trees which had fallen across the southern boundary fence were 
removed. During the afternoon walk we decided that a different quad- 
rat, chosen randomly would not have added many different plants. 


Photo- Peter Dalman 
Peter Dalman 


Wattles of Ballarat 
Member Price - $12 
RRP - $14.50 


Obtain your copy at the meeting. 
Give copies to your friends 
for Christmas! 


WHAT’S IN A NAME: A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO SCIENTIFIC PLANT NAMES 
FOR AMATEUR GARDENERS BY LINDA HANDSCOMBE. 


The presentation at the August meeting was a computer slide show provid- 
ing the meaning and derivation of a number of plant names. The show 
was organized by Claire Dalman. It was prepared by Linda Handscombe 
for the 2008 Pomonal flower show. The photos and text were running 
continuously in a corner of the always impressive wildflower show. After 
viewing the presentation we approached Linda and David to ask if they 
would bring it to Ballarat but they instead kindly offered us a computer 
disc with the file. They had a plant stall outside and were selling an inter- 
esting range of plants. 

The presentation ran for about 25 minutes. It provided some background 
to the evolution of plants, sources of common names and other snippets of 
relevant information. Carolus Linnaeus in 1753 established the system for 
scientific naming of plants about which Chris Baulch had previously spo- 
ken to our club. A number of genus names were explained and examples 
of species within each genus given, each accompanied by outstanding 
photographs. 


It was different to sit and read instead of listening but was a good way of 
being given information and I am sure everyone would have learnt much 
from the production. It was attractively arranged and sequenced and was 
visually beautiful and accompanied by music. The excellent photos 
prompted one our accomplished photographers to suggest his camera was 
destined for the bin. This will be well worth a return for those who missed 
it and those who enjoyed it. 


Claire Dalman 


September Meeting - Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
8.00pm start. 
This talk by Peter Dahlhaus, a senior lecturer in geology at the 
University of Ballarat, will unravel some of the mysteries of 
groundwater and present some recent research on groundwater 
dependent ecosystems. His talk will provide an overview of the 


principles of groundwater storage and movement and a 
demonstration of how to find groundwater data on-line. Examples 
will be drawn from his recent research into groundwater - surface 
water interactions focused on the Moorabool River, the volcanic 
plains lakes, and the lower Barwon wetlands. 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the General Meeting 7th August 2009 


The President, Peter Dalman, opened the meeting and welcomed 22 members, including 
new member Kaye Crawford, and visitors. 
Apologies were received from Margaret Martin, Greg and Genni Binns, 
The apologies were accepted on the motion of Carol Hall, seconded Peter Billing. 
Minutes of previous meeting (June) were summarised in the Ballarat Naturalist and 
tabled. Accepted as read on the motion of Claire Dalman, Seconded: Nina Netherway. 
Business Arising from previous minutes: 
John Gregurke inspected the site of a proposed mountain bike track at Nerrina with 
Wallie Coles. Preliminary works have potential to damage the environment. Latest 
report is that a mountain bike track will now be developed at Black Hill. 
Correspondence. 

IN: 
FNCV: Field Nats News, July & August 2009; Victorian Naturalist, June 2008. 
Geelong FNC: Geelong Naturalist, July / Bendigo FNC: Whirrakee, June & July 
Castlemaine FNC: Castlemaine Naturalist, July & August 2009. 
Bendigo Native Plant Group: July-August Newsletter with review of Wattles of Ballarat. 
DSE: Land for Wildlife, June; Under Control, May. Midlands Fire Operations Plan. 
DPI: Weed Spotter Newsletter, Winter. 
RHSV: Affiliated Club membership and insurance; Gardeners Gazette, Winter 2009. 
Environment Victoria: Green Action News, Winter 2009. 
TFN: Conservation Bulletin, June 2009. / Corangamite CMA: River Health Strategy. 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot Recovery Team: Warron, February 2009. 
Roger Thomas: Wattles of Ballarat apology, subscription. 
Waller & Chester: Account for Wattles of Ballarat, $3801.60. 
Information Victoria: Order for 8 Discovering Ballarat’s Bushland. 
National Library of Australia and State Library of Victoria: Acknowledgement of Legal Deposit Receipt of 
Wattles of Ballarat. 
Arcuri & Associates: Certificate of Currency for General Public and Products Liability Insurance. 
Chinchilla Field Naturalists Club: ANN Get-together, 24 August - 4 Sept 2010. 
Cave Hill Creek: Thanks for revising Cave Hill Creek Forest Discovery Trail. Offer of donation. 
Angair: Anglesea Wildflower and Art Show, 19 & 20 September 2009. 
Ballarat Books: Payment. / Bendigo Bank: Statement. 
OUT: 
e Roger Thomas and Ern Perkins: Complimentary Copy of Wattles of Ballarat. 
e Various: emailed invitations to book launch. 
e 
e 


National Library of Australia & State Library of Victoria: Legal Deposit of Wattles of Ballarat. 
Victorian Community Fund — Holsworth Local Heritage Trust: Thanks and copy of Wattles of Ballarat. 
e Courier: Community News notice. 
Correspondence approved on the motion of Avis Barlow, seconded Belinda Taylor. 


Business arising from Minutes 

Cave Hill Creek: Offer of donation to cover at least the cost of travelling to be discussed 
by committee. 

Reports 

Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance $4825.43, Income: $1046.20, Expenses: $228.68; 
Closing Balance: $5642.68. Received on the motion of Les Hanrahan, Seconded: John 
Morrish. 

General Business 

e Claire and Peter Dalman volunteered to write excursion report on Sunday. 

e Midlands Fire Operations Plan: Noted that the burn at Mt Beckworth has been 
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deleted. Feedback to DSE will include comments on the severity of autumn burns in dry 
years, in particular the burns at Bushrangers Reserve and Springs Road. It was noted 
that planned burns include 742ha Happy Valley burn north of Clarkesdale bird paddock 
_ and the south west section of Bushranger Reserve. Committee to prepare feedback by 

29 August deadline. 

e SEANA Autumn 2010 budget was outlined and the details budget will be approved by 
committee. 

e Copies of Wattles of Ballarat have been donated to Central Highlands Regional 
Library, Ballarat Branch by Bill Murphy and Friends of the Ballarat Botanic Gardens 
by Nina Netherway. FNCV and Andrew Isles to be sent a copy with view to sales. 


Show and Tell 

e Claire Dalman showed a collection of seed pods collected by Helen Burgess, a potted, 
flowering Leschenaultia ‘New Marina’, and a book Macedon Ranges Flora by Riddells 
Creek Landcare. 

e Val Hocking displayed photographs taken during a flight over Lake Eyre in June. 


Field Reports 

e John Petheram: Flock of White-winged Choughs in Black Hill. At Gawler Ranges vast 
area of dead eucalypts and acacia. 

e Carol Hall: Observation at Lake Wendouree included Swamp Wallaby hopping to an 
island, 2 Hardhead on Swan Pool, 3 Rainbow Lorikeets near Pipers, 60 Swans in 
wettest part of lake. 

e Val Hocking: Pair of Brolga between Darlington and Derrinallum. Juvenile Collared 

Sparrowhawk feeding on bird at Ballarat East. 

John Mildren: 13 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at Eyre Street. 

Claire Dalman: Noisy flock of Pied Currawongs in Glen Iris. 

Les Hanrahan: Ploughshare Wattle flowering at Bungal Dam carpark. 

John Gregurke: Masked Lapwing nesting on the median strip on Creswick Road near 

Courier office. 

e Tony Johns: At Drummond St Sth, bird similar to wattle bird without wattles and harsh 
call. Probably a juvenile Red Wattlebird or possibly Little Wattlebird which is on the 
Ballarat BOCA birdlist as a pre 1980 record. 

e Paul Norquay: Cut down a wattle tree a few years ago and attached a wire pathway. 
Ringtail Possum seen using it recently. Nankeen Kestrel has used it as a perch. 

e John Gregurke: Silver and Early Black Wattle flowering near Creswick. At Lake 
Burrumbeet 250 Swans sitting on nests, 4000-5000 ducks — mainly Grey Teal. Pair of 
Brolga at Lake Wendouree on 3 & 23 July. Several Rainbow Lorikeets in flowering 
Red Ironbark behind Badminton Stadium in Wendouree. 


Excursion Arrangements: 
Sunday 9 August: Rivers of Gold, Leaders: Claire and Peter Dalman. 
Mid-month Excursion: Thursday 13 August - Quadrat survey in Linton TFN block. 


Syllabus Item: DVD Origin of Botanical Names obtained from Pomonal Wildflower 
Show. The video outlined the conventions used-in the binomial system of nomenclature 
proposed by Linnaeus. Many examples of botanical names were used to explain the 
meaning of the Latin or Greek words and were accompanied by excellent photographs of 
specimens. Supper 


CALENDAR 2009 


SEPTEMBER 


Fri 4 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
Groundwater-Surface Water Interactions - 
Peter Dahlhaus, Senior Lecturer, University of Ballarat; Specialist 
in Environmental Geology and Hydrogeology 


Sat 5 Excursion - Charlesford Mine, Basalt - Carol Hall 
Carol has suggested we bring our Wattle books! 


Sun 13 Narmbool Lodge, Elaine, Talking about the Moorabool: Lost 
Waters. 2.00—5.00pm $7.50 per person. 

19-20 Wildflowers Weekend & Art Show, Anglesea 10.00—4.00 

OCTOBER 

2-4 SEANA Campout at Dunkeld hosted by Hamilton FNC 

Fri 9 Club meeting - Jenny Sedgwick, Landcare Member Leigh River 

Sun 11 Excursion - Leigh River - Jenny Sedgwick 

Sun 11 Wildflower bus tour at Anakie hitp://home.vicnet.net.au/~fobr/ 

Committee 

PresidenGmerrrrirerstetiesetes Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President... Mr Greg Binns 
SecretaryPomspsnectineree Mr John Gregurke 
IL TEASUITET i=: ,.tterseteserstestterss Mr Les Hanrahan 

Miss Helen Burgess ..........00000+ Mrs Claire Dalman .............0000 

Mrs Carol Hall Mrs Val Hocking ..........::esseee 

Mr John Morrish Dr Frances Hanrahan................. 

Ms Nina Netherway (editor)... 

Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 

Email: Secretary:-John Gregurke, 


Editor: Nina Netherway, 
Website: www.ballarat. yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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